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MISSOULA, MONTANA 59801 





UNIVERSITY VP REPORTS ON 
FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP IN 
MONTANA’S HIGHER EDUCATION
It is imperative the citizens of Montana understand the effects of accepting or the 
reasons for refusing support from the federal educational support programs, according to 
Dr. Laurence E, Gale.
The academic vice president of the University of Montana, Missoula, writes of "The 
University Now--And in the Future?" in the current issue of the UM alumni news, "Copper, 
Silver, Gold."
Dr. Gale reports "federal funding programs have altered the education processes of 
Montana and the nation vitally."
"We have the same problems but at different levels of magnitude than our more populaXed 
neighbor states. We also are among the few remaining states that do not offer the full 
educational array to their citizens and are thus faced with the responsibility of preparing 
to take care of our own."
"As an example, no instruction is offered within Montana in medicine or dentistry.
Soon our sons and daughters may not be able to get medical education or any other type of 
education outside of Montana."
The federal government's participation in state-supported higher education has grown 
tremendously. There are many federal programs, but to emphasize their magnitude legislation 
administered by the Office of Education alone amounts to more than $4,005 billion for fiscal 
1967.
The federal acts relate not only to the construction of facilities but touch students 




"The problems presented are complex. Much federal support demands matching funds be 
made available by the state. Frequently the problem for the legislature, or the Montana 
State Board of Education, or the administration of the University of Montana, or all three, 
is to decide whether to utilize as matching money funds sorely needed for the immediate 
operation of the institution or allow a program to pass by."
The federal-state partnership in education began as early as the Ordinance of 1707. 
Dr. Gale wrote that it was followed by land-grant support after the Civil War and scientific 
research support during World War II. By 1966 the federal government spent more money cn 
the nation’s campuses than did the 50 state governments combined. One federal agency, the 
National Science Foundation, granted more funds to institutions of higher education than 
did all of the business corporations in America.
"If the partnership developed thus far is to be effective for Montana we must attempt 
to understand federal funding, and exert ourselves to call to the attention of elected • 
officials the need for the federal government to accommodate individual institutional dif­
ferences.
"Montana and the University now need assistance in order to offer to our young people 
the same level of education made possible in the more populated areas by federal programs. 
@0^ needs are real, our institution and our state are simply in a different state of 
development than are others."
Dr. Gale pointed to the tremendous changes at the University of Montana over the 
last 10 years and predicted it would change even more in the next 10 years.
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